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International Space Station visible from High Camp
Boris M Struk

Wyndham Mudflats Kimberley - Mary Logar
Full article pages 3 - 4

President’s Message
Greetings All,

There’s one thing with digital cameras that we all take for granted, the instant feedback their built in LCD screens provide.
Was the exposure correct? Did the camera focus properly? Was the composition ok? And many other questions can all
be quickly answered by hitting that play button and seeing our photos just moments after exposure on the LCD screen.
One camera maker has taken the interesting step to create a digital camera without an LCD screen, the Leica M-D. The
idea is to take photography back to its “purest form”. Giving the photographer that anticipation of waiting to see how photos
turned out, similar to the days of film. Could you give up your LCD? It could make for an interesting experiment; next time
you are out photographing turn off your camera’s LCD, do not look at any images you take until you get home and have
loaded them on your computer.
The AGM is less than two months away, so time to
starting thinking about putting your hand up to be on
the 2016-17 committee. All positions on the committee
are open for nomination by any member of the club.
While some current Committee members will be
re-nominating for their positions, the roles of President
and Vice President are definitely in need of new candidates. Nomination forms are available at club nights and should be given to the secretary, Alan Wilson, by 18th July. Alan
will be away the next couple of months, so you can also hand your nomination forms to me and I will forward them on to him.
As you will have figured from the above paragraph, I am stepping down as President at the AGM this year. After four years
in the position it’s time for a new face for the club, and with them fresh ideas. Four
years is quite a long time, to my kids I’ve always been President. Kaia was only 18
months old when I started. How they’ve grown during this time.
I will of course stay on the committee to help the new President and the committee
continue to keep the ECC moving forward. I also have an idea I’d like to introduce next
year, something I haven’t had time to initiate as President.
ECC Photography course has passed the half way point now. Course portrait night
last week was very successful, huge thanks to the whole team who made the
logistically big night run so smoothly. It was wonderful to see how keen the
participants were and really taking on board the advice of working with and directing
the models so effectively. I can’t wait to see some of the photographs taken on
the night. Unfortunately the first outing to Pipemakers Park had to be cancelled due
to rain. However, with the new course format allowing participants plenty of hands-on
time with their cameras during the weekly classes, this outing wasn’t as necessary as
it had been in the past. We do hope to make up the missed outing in the near future
with a less structured session.
Look forward to seeing you soon. Until then, be creative.

Alex vH

Mary Logar
Photographing
The Wyndham Mudflats
The Kimberley – Western Australia
Recently I had the privilege of participating in a 6 day Photographic tour of the Kimberley Region
with Tom Putt from Inspire Landscapes ( Tom will be presenting to Essendon Camera Club in
October 2016).
This workshop provided amazing photographic opportunities, including an optional Helicopter
Flight over Wyndham Mudflats. This was a highlight for me with breathtaking scenery, amplified
by the altitude of the helicopter.
With my Canon 5D Mark II and 24 – 105 mm lens ready at hand, I was eager to witness this
landscape.
This lens proved to be ideal for my requirements, allowing for both Wide-angle and Telephoto
opportunities.
(Camera Settings for those interested were: Shutter Priority, 1/ 1250 sec, ISO 500, Al Servo
continuous Focusing, AWB )
Taking off from Wyndham airstrip in a 4 seater Robinson R44 helicopter (no doors), we had
beautiful smooth conditions. We approached the Mudflats at approximately 500 ft and gradually
rose to around 2000 ft.
The flight was approximately 20 minutes with my first 10 minutes spent continuously shooting,
zooming in and out and attempting to capture every detail. I then took a moment to slow down,
enjoy the scenery in all its beauty, then my instinct of composing, seeing and shooting took over
as I continued to capture images. Our pilot was very accommodating to requests of repeating a
flight loop over areas of particular interest.
The Wyndham Mudflats had a spectacular river system and array of patterns, shapes and
colours in every direction. The beauty of nature from the higher perspective provided in a
helicopter was immensely rewarding I would strongly recommend it to anyone wanting a unique
photographic opportunity.
Mary’s images featured next page...
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*non winning submission

6 Points
5 Points
4 Points
3 Points
2 Points
1 Point

Shooting Stars
Not the Hollywood Type!

A few words from the Editor - Boris M Struk
Since the advent of digital photography, man’s curiosity in reaching for the stars has increased significantly.
In the early 1600’s Galileo spent considerable time on improving Lipperhey’s invention of the telescope and it was not long thereafter
that the instrument was turned to the heavens to see celestial bodies in all their glory for the first time.
The pursuit of heavenly bodies (not the Hollywood type) through astrophotography, was limited to astronomers and serious amateurs
armed with motor-drive telescopes used to compensate for Earth’s rotation and enable for the first time, long exposures to capture
the rapture of stars, nebulae and planets.
It was only with the introduction of digital cameras that astrophotography came into reach for any person interested in pursuing this
form of photography. Planetary photography still requires large glass, serious magnification and is perhaps, beyond the reach of the
average photographer.
Stellar photography on the other hand, can be embraced by any photographer with an interest in pursuing the creation of beautiful
images. These generally fall into two broad categories; single image and multiple exposure images stacked in software to capture
the Earth’s rotation resulting “star circles”.
There are several key requirements to ensure great results; preferably a moonless night, out bush away from the light pollution
created by cities and large towns, a sturdy tripod, remote trigger, comfortable chair and an esky or thermos containing the preferred
beverage. Oh, I forgot, make sure you bring your camera as well.
Star trails and “stacking” will be covered in a subsequent article as single image capture is the topic at hand.
The ideal lens for an expansive view is in the order of 14 - 24mm on a full frame. Settings will vary depending on what you want to
shoot and the table below provides a good starting point.
Camera Settings
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Set to Manual Exposure.
Set to Single Shot.
Set ISO to 400, 800 or 1,600. I prefer to shot at 2400.
Set your F-Stop to f1.8 or the best your lens can offer.
Turn Image Review OFF (so as not to desensitise your eyes).
Turn Auto-focus OFF and set focus to infinity.
Set White Balance to Daylight.
Set File Format to Raw (or Raw + JPEG).
Set for 30 second exposure.

Mount your camera on the tripod, point and shoot!
The Milky Way with its squillions of stars offers a magical result and one that will please with the first exposure.
Frome here, having just taken your first astro-pic, it’s a matter of experimentation with exposure and lens choice. Let your creativity
transcend into location choice and include other structures in the image. Those structures can be trees, building, sheds or natural
rock formations and they add to the overall appeal.
So wait for the next moonless and cloud-free night head on up the highway to a dark remote location and start shooting the stars.

The Callout was answered !
Mary Logar was the first ECC
member to respond to the call
for contributions for In Focus.
More members’ input is most
welcome!
Please send your contribution:
Boris@Struk.com.au

June Programme
13th - Monthly Competition Night
26th - DPI Entries due for July
		Theme: Street Life

‘The image must show the hustle and bustle of life in the city, capturing everyday life on the street.’

27th - Social Night Celebrating ECC 60th Year
(Supper Included)

Congratulations to Jane Clancy
in June issue of
Australian Photography
magazine

Report on the
Kayell
workshop held
over to next
issue of
In Focus
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