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ECC Model Night Shoot (see Page 2)
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Vivian Sammut
Monday 25th September saw ECC Members shoot away at three stations.

The meeting consisted of a mixed portrait and still photography. There 
were 3 models: Aleisha dressed as Little Red Riding Hood with a basket 
of flowers and a lantern; Maddi in gothic attire and Jess as Rockabilly.

In the next station, Matt crouched behind a table holding up 2 plastic wine 
glasses filled with coloured liquid, over a bucket. After a photographer focussed 
on the glasses, Matt would click them together on cue and hopefully the 
photographer would get a shot of the splashing liquid. Some got lucky on 
the first try, others had to take a few shots before getting a good result. By 
the end of the night, Matt must have had very tired and wet arms.

In another station, Tom had set up some glassware and a small silver cup 
in front of a dark black box. He said the glassware had to be very clean.  
He had an LED light on each side of the glassware and he switched off 
the room light. The photographers could see the change in shadows and 
reflections in their different images, as Tom put the setting in a diffuser 
tent and then moved and added pieces of black cardboard around.

We would like to thank the beautiful models who did a good job, as well 
as Matt, Adrian, Boris, Alex, Steve, Tom and those who helped in setting 
up the props, for giving us a very interesting night.

ECC Activity Night Model Shoot

Front Page Images
Main image of Maddi with her funky reflective glasses as shot by Boris M Struk.

Three images comprising:

Jess and Aleisha having some impromptu fun, light reflecting in glassware 
and the clashing of wine glasses all shot by Ineke Struk.
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Don’t Go Chasing 
Waterfalls Without an 

Umbrella 

I love water. Coming from Ontario where lakes and rivers abound, I’d spend entire summers at our cottage as a kid 
either in or on the water. I’m still drawn to it like steel to a magnet, so it’s not surprising that after learning the technique 
to create the beautiful pictures like in this article, I was shooting every waterfall I could find!

If you have waterfalls in your area, or are planning a trip where you will have access to waterfalls, rapids, etc, keep the 
following few tips in mind for some beautiful and dramatic captures.

A tripod is at the top of the list for equipment, including a remote cable release. Mirror lock-up is good if your camera 
has it. The reason for all this is that we’re aiming for that silky, surreal effect, which requires the shutter to be open one 
second or more.

Some important factors are film speed, or ISO setting if you’re shooting digital. Because we want a nice long exposure, 
ISO 100 or lower is ideal. An overcast sky is best, as it provides diffused light, as opposed to the harsh shadows and 
highlights of direct sunlight. Filters are important here too: see the list just below.

In the end, all these elements work nicely together to get the ideal shutter speed of two to five seconds, possibly more.

For equipment, you’ll need a…
• good SLR that you can put into either manual or aperture priority mode. 
• tripod. 
• neutral density filter, and filter holding system such as Lee or Cokin. 
• polarizing filter. 
• remote cable release for the camera. 

So the setup goes as follows: find a nice composition of your water subject, which doesn’t have to be a full-frame of the 
entire waterfall, as sometimes just a small portion of it is all you need for an effective and beautiful shot. And, it doesn’t 
have to be an actual full-blown waterfall - any water moving over rocks and such still come out beautiful with this technique. 
Set your tripod at its lowest possible height for stability, and if it’s windy, hang your camera bag off it to add weight.

Photo by Andrés Nieto Porras; 
ISO 50, f/6.3, 30-second exposure.



pg 4

The f-stop should be set for maximum depth of field, not only to maintain focus across the entire image, but also to minimize 
the amount of light entering your camera - remember, we’re looking for a long exposure. A setting of f-22 may cause a slight 
bit of blurriness due to light fringing. Photons actually bend a slight bit around sharp edges (i.e. your camera’s aperture 
blades), so you’ll need to experiment. Perhaps f-13 or f-19 will best suit your lens.

Adjust the polarizing filter to eliminate as much reflection as possible, then take a reading of the subject with your camera 
in aperture priority, noting the shutter speed. If it’s too fast, then you will want to either stop down the aperture, and/or add 
a neutral density filter or two. I carry a one-stop as well as a two-stop, so not only do I have the choice of a one or two stop 
reduction in light, but if I stack them, I can get three stops of light reduction which is great for those really long exposures.

So, you’ve composed your image, and found the right combination of f-stop and filters to achieve the ideal shutter speed. 
There are two techniques for firing the shutter. If you keep the camera in aperture priority, and move your face away from 
the camera to trip the shutter with your remote cable, your exposure will be incorrect. Light entering the eyepiece affects the 
in-camera metering, so either keep your eye in the eyepiece, or cover it with your hand when firing the shutter.

The other method it to note the shutter speed when composing, put the camera into manual mode, and set the shutter to 
that metered value. You can then back off from the camera and trip the shutter with no worries about the camera changing 
any settings on you. If you happen to have forgotten your remote cable at home (which I’ve done more than once), just use 
the camera’s timer feature. That way, you’re not jiggling the camera when the shutter fires.

A quick word about image stabilizing technology: whether it’s in the camera or in your lens, turn it off unless the manufacturer 
says it’s designed to be activated while on a tripod. Some even sense when they’re on a tripod, and dampen mirror slap, 
such as Canon’s 70-200 f2.8L IS USM lens. Otherwise, leaving it on actually will blur your image.

So, experiment with your settings. Play with longer and shorter shutter speeds, under and over exposing, etc. You will 
then get a good feel for your camera’s capabilities, which leads to more beautiful pictures to add to your collection. 
Although this is a technique used to create many images you see in coffee table books, etc, it’s still a satisfying experi-
ence creating your very own! Photo by jack.chih; ISO 200, f/11.0, 20-second exposure.



City Outing
St Kilda
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Monday 27th November 2017
Meet 7:30 @ the “mouth”

Bring some coins 
for parking

Shooting opportunities: St Kilda Pier - Penguins (after Sunset) end of St Kilda Pier 
Drinks & Coffee in a local cafe following end of shooting.  

More details available on ECC website and via flyer at the regular Club Meeting.
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September Comp Results
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October Comp Results

First :
Second :

Third :
Fourth :

HC:
NWS*:

6 Points
5 Points
4 Points
3 Points
2 Points
1 Point

*non winning submission



cont’d next page
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The presenter for the night was 
Anthony Leong, a fashion 
photographer from ‘Modform Studio’ 
in North Melbourne, who talked 
about some episodes in his life. 

He said he took his first photograph 
when he was 9 years old. As he 
grew older, photography became 
an obsession with him. He learnt a 
lot working at a studio in France, 
which also did work for ‘Elle’ 
magazine.

When he returned to Australia he 
started working with Ilford Australia. 
Later he got his own studio. He 
does work for big corporations like 
David Jones, ‘Elle’ magazine, etc.  
We would have liked to see some of his work.

We thank Anthony for inspiring us about the love for photography.
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REPORT ON ACTIVITY NIGHT OF - 
25th September, 2017 Vivian Sammut
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EssendonCC
Leading up to Christmas Breakup

The Editor’s 
Christmas Message

Boris M StrukBoris M Struk

November 13th - Entries for End of Year 
Competition and Member Donated Awards. 
Please bring items for Christmas Hampers

November 27th - City Outing - St Kilda - meet @ 
Luna Park. More details page 5.

December 11th - End of Year Presentations.
Please bring items for Christmas Hampers
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Contributions are sought for 
your newsletter - In Focus. 

More members’ input is most 
welcome!

Please send your contribution:

Boris@Struk.com.au 

“Thank You”
The Essendon Camera Club appreciates and 
extends a big “thank you” to the  following 

sponsors for their support of our Club 



IN FOCUS is the official newsletter of the Essendon Camera Club Inc. Editor Boris M Struk 

All original material remains the property of the Essendon Camera Club Inc.
Individual contributors retain copyright of their individual work; and consent must be obtained from them 

before reproducing their work in any part
Where known, any third party copyright material in this publication is attributed.

All correspondence should be addressed to:

Mr. Alan WILSON
Secretary, Essendon Camera Club
P.O. Box 127, 
Essendon, Vic 3040
E-mail: secretary@essendoncameraclub.org.au 

ECC Committee 2017-18
Exec Committee:
Robyn Wannan President            president@essendoncameraclub.org.au 0403 005 273

Hugh Turner     Vice-President   hughdturner@gmail.com

Alan Wilson      Secretary           alanmyki48@gmail.com             0439 413 355

Ineke Struk     Treasurer           dutch07au@yahoo.com   0410 322 973

General Committee:
Levin Barrett    levinbarrett@gmail.com   0428 340 737
 
Monica Bonnici   monicabonnici@yahoo.com.au 

Clem deSilva    tappserv@yahoo.com  

Boris M Struk   Boris@Struk.com.au   0418 37 69 71

Rosemarie Federle   frfederle@yahoo.com    0438 177 117

Ondina Savi    ondinasavi@optusnet.com.au  0413 388 609

Portfolios:
Competition Secretary - Andy Simari  Douglas Golob

Interclub Secretary - Monica Bonnici Levin Barett

Attendance   - Alan Wilson

In Focus Editor  - Boris M Struk

Outings   - Monica Bonnici

WEB    - Matt Wings



There are a number of ways to “connect” with the Essendon Camera Club including:

Website - www.EssendonCameraClub.org.au

Flickr - www.flickr.com/groups/2847869@N21

Facebook - www.facebook.com/groups/EssendonCameraClub

Use ECC social media channels to contribute to discussion or post your images. 

Social Media


