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Pam Kreuger with ECC 60th Birthday 
Cake. Is that a Nikon or is it Canon? 



President’s Message
Greetings All,
Happy 60th Essendon Camera Club!  A big milestone for our club, and a real testament to its many members over this 
time that the club has flourished for so long.  It is all of you that make the ECC such a vibrant and enduring club, without its 
members the club is just a name.  We are privileged to have one member who has been with the club for those 60 years, 
Ian Cust.  He’s obviously seen many changes over that time in photography, from B&W film to popularisation of colour 
slides, and of course the more recent rise of the digital era.  The club also welcomes the many new faces from the ECC 
camera course and hope you will enjoy your time at the club, and perhaps see you at the 120th anniversary.
  
ECC Photography course kicked off last week and the new format was well received. This year the course is involving 
more practical teaching, offering practical exercises to cement theory learnt each night.  Thanks to the many volunteers 
who came along on the first night.  It’s great to see some new and eager faces getting involved too.  To those doing the 
course; remember you are also club members, so please feel free to come along to our club nights as well.  

Last Thursday was also the award presentation night for the Moonee Valley 
1 Shot Youth Photography competition, which was a partnership between 
Moonee Valley Libraries and the ECC.  Tom, Kevin and I judged the entries 
and selected a top 10, including winners first through third.  These entries 
are currently on display at the Avondale Library on Military Road and well 
worth a look if you are in the area.  Congratulations to the winner Oliver 
Clayton (right).

This Sunday (24th April) is World Pinhole Day. To get involved, grab a pinhole 
camera; take some shots on the day, then upload to the online gallery.  If 
you don’t have a pinhole camera, why not make one.  Simplest way is to grab the body cap that came with your camera, 
drill a hole in the centre and stick a thin piece of foil or aluminium can which has a pinhole in it over the hole.  The article
on page 7 links you to a step by step process. 

Looking ahead to our May club nights, and we have our monthly competition night on the 9th.  Zach Davis from Kayell will 
be joining us for our activity night on the 23rd, he’ll be discussing lighting.  

DPI entries for the May monthly competition are due SUNDAY 24th of April.  The theme is:

Movement.  ‘The main theme of the image must convey movement. Either subject movement or movement of the 
camera during exposure, as in panning.’  

Look forward to seeing you soon.  Until then, be creative.

Alex vH

http://www.kayellaustralia.com.au/
http://pinholeday.org/


The Essendon Camera Club was formed by 19 year old Gary Lewis at his parents’ home off Buckley 
Street, Essendon, on 23 April 1956. Four people came. He wrote a report for the “Essendon Gazette” 
saying that about 50 people attended.
The first elected president was Gordon Adams, with Gary Lewis as secretary. The first venue for 
meetings was the Doutta Gala Hall in Royal Avenue in North Essendon.
A major venue, to the early 2000s, was St. Thomas’ Memorial Hall, at Moonee Ponds junction. The 
club’s early records were lost in a fire in January, 1978 (at the Essendon Community Centre).
The club moved to the Essendon Baptist Church in Buckley Street, Essendon, then to the Aberfeldie 
Baptist Church in Price Street, West Essendon, where it now is.
The club has had a fairly illustrious history and, during the 1970s, was one of the highest achieving 
at the VAPS interclub. It has had many notable photographers, such as Alex Murray, Ian Cust, Mike 
Spillane, David Oldfield, Loris Peggy, Neil Ross and Neil Anderton. More recently there have been 
Jean Hoffrichter, Jane and Martin Clancy, Steve Sheddick, Carmen Caruana and Jan Hannasky. Much 
service was given to the club by Jenny Colson, and has been given to the club by Kevin Phelan.

St. Thomas’ Memorial Hall, at Moonee Ponds

Alan Wilson



Alan Wilson told us a bit about the history of the club since its beginning on the 
23rd April, 1956 with just 4 members. We celebrated by sharing the delicious 
birthday cake which was beautifully made in the shape of a camera on a tablecloth.

Ian Bock who has been a treasurer and president of Melbourne Camera Club, as 
well as president and treasurer for VAPS, got interested in photography as a boy, 
when he was given a Kodak Brownie Box camera for his birthday. He possesses 
the SSVAPS and the SSAPS awards. He spoke to us about the different photo 
books through the decades. He now uses the Photobook Shop, the software and 
instructions of which, can be downloaded. He showed us some of the books he 
made, including ‘Suddenly 80’ which he did to celebrate his 80th birthday. His 
imagination and good sense of humour could be seen in the experimental Dahl-
type images he produced.

Ian was awarded an OAM for his services to photography a couple of years ago.

We thank Ian for an enjoyable night. He doesn’t seem to run out of ideas for his 
interesting images.

Vivian Sammut

REPORT ON ACTIVITY NIGHT OF - 
18th April, 2016



April Comp Results



April Comp Results

The queue starts here for ECC 
Members to contribute their 

profiles or articles for In Focus.

Please send your contribution 
to:

Boris@Struk.com.au 



Pinhole Day
24th

 April 2016
If you’re all fired up to do something new and fun with your camera but you’re not 
exactly sure what you’ve signed up for yet, this section of the tutorial is for you.

Pinhole photography is a type of photography wherein there is no glass lens but 
instead only a tiny pin prick in an opaque screen of some sort. Where as a tra-
ditional camera has a lens that is composed of a series of optical elements that 
focus the scene before the camera onto the plane occupied by the film or digital 
sensor, a pinhole camera relies on some pretty nifty physics to achieve the same 
end with nothing more than a tiny hole in a light blocking material like plastic or 
metal.

How can you have a lens with no glass? With a traditional glass lens, the optical 
elements are shaped and polished so that the lens is able to collect light over a 
wide area and pass that light through the barrel of the lens onto the focal plane 
of the camera body (where the film or sensor is located), while preserving the 
image without distortion. With a pinhole “lens” the same effect is achieved, but 
through different means. Because the opening, or aperture, or the pinhole lens 
is so very tiny it allows only a very small amount of light to pass through it. The 
rays of light and the tiny amount that passes through the pinhole opening stay 
almost perfectly parallel with each other (a feat the glass-based lens needs care-
fully machined and polished elements to achieve).

If you make the pinhole too big, you allow too much light in and your lose the 
rays-in-parallel effect (and your image becomes very blurry because now all 
those rays of light bouncing off your subject are overlapping each other on the 
focal plane). If you make the pinhole too small then not enough light is able to 
enter the camera body and your image cannot be properly exposed.

One of the many neat things about this whole arrangement is that you can scale 
the entire operation. You can turn an entire room into a type of pinhole camera 
by covering all openings in the room with opaque material and then pricking a 
tiny point in the opaque material covering one of the windows. Through the tiny 
hole the view of the outside world will be projected onto the opposite wall. Long 
before the advent of film, people were using this technique, camera obscura, to 
safely view solar eclipses and other natural phenomenon.

more @ www.howtogeek.com/161794/how-to-take-pinhole-photos-with-a-digital-camera





IN FOCUS is the official newsletter of the Essendon Camera Club Inc.

All original material remains the property of the Essendon Camera Club Inc.
Individual contributors retain copyright of their individual work; and consent must 

be obtained from them before reproducing their work in any part
Where known, any third party copyright material in this publication is attributed.

All correspondence should be addressed to:

Mr. Alan WILSON
Secretary, Essendon Camera Club
P.O. Box 103, 
Essendon, Vic 3040
E-mail: secretary@essendoncameraclub.org.au 

www.essendoncameraclub.org.au

essendoncameraclub.blogspot.com.au




